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Thou crownefl the year with thy 
goodneſs. 


CARMKY © diſpoſition is more reaſonable, 
N 8 than conſtant gratitude to a great 

5 A and conſtant benefactor, We 
KKK» depend upon God continually for 
life and breath and all things, and taſte his 
bounty in every enjoyment ; our hearts there- 
fore ſhould be poſſeſt, and our conduct ani- 
mated, by an habitual gratitude to him. He 
maketh the outgoings of the morning and even- 
ing to rejoice; * in his goodneſs therefore we 
ſhould every morning and evening rejoice ; 
and ſupplied from his ſtores, and ſafe under 
his protection, ſhould humbly and gratefully 
own our conſtant dependence, and increafing 
obligations. Beſides theſe daily acknow- 
ledgements, it will alſo be uſeful for warm- 
ing our gratitude, and raiſing our 2pprehen- 
ſions of the divine benevolence, to review at 
ſome diſtant periods the divine conduct to- 


2 :- wards 
* Verſe 8. 


»ba, 
- N * 1 


* 


4 Gop crowneth the year 
wards us. The preſent ſeaſon is highly pro- 


per for ſuch an employment, when under 
the care of his kind providence, we have hap- 
pily concluded another year, and are enter- 
ing a mew one. The divine favours which 
we have received the paſt year, when viewed 
together, will by their number and value 
more ſtrongly affect us. And this length of 
time will enable us to judge with more cer- 
tainty of ſome of the divine deſigns, which 
in their influence and execution reached a 
conſiderable way. 

We ſhall not judge much amiſs, if we 
regard the P/a/m before us, as a kind of 
new-year's ode; the Jews beginning their ci- 
vil year in autumn. In it the devout king 
celebrates both the ſated and extraordinary 


providence of Gop ; and the moſt ſignal in- 


ſtances of his goodneſs. I would improve 
the text for your aſſiſtance in a like employ- 
ment, recollecting and warmly acknowledg- 
ing the divine favours which have crowned 


another year. May a ſenſe of our great 


obligations ſo powerfully excite us to pleaſe 
Gop for the future; that he may fill the 
following year yet more abundantly with his 
benefits, and crown all the bleſſings of the 
preſent life with the compleat and eyerlaſt- 
ing felicities of the heavenly ſtate ! 

The phraſe, Thou crowneſt the year with 
thy goodneſs, denotes the adorning and enrich- 


 #ng it; a crown both enriching and adorning 


the 
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with his goodneſs. 5 


the wearer. Thus we ſay a plenteous crop 
crowns the fields, rendering them rich and 
beautiful, and thus the goodneſs of Gop 
crowns the year, as the beauties and riches of 
the ſeveral ſeaſons, and whatever contributes 
to the ſupport and pleaſure of life, are the 
productions of his Almighty energy and un- 
failing benevolence, 


In treating this pious confeſſion of David. 


I. I would fow you, that it is Gop who 
crowneth the year with good ; and that we 
really owe all the bleſſings of it to him, 
as their immediate or remote author. 

II. Aſiiſt you in obſerving ſome of the prin- 
cipal inſtances of the divine goodneſs, which 
have crowned another year. And then add 
ſome proper refle&ons. 


I. I would briefly prove, that it is Gop 
who crowneth the year with good, and that we 
really owe all the bleſſings of it to him, as 
their immediate or remote author. That you 
may diſcern this truth in full evidence, be 
pleaſed to conſider attentively the following 
obſervations. 

1. As in the beginning the znanimate 
creation derived all its beauty, movements, and 
utility, from Gop's alwiſe and Aimighty 
energy; ſo for the continuance of theſe it is 
intirely dependent upon him. The matter 
which compoſes the ſun, the air, the earth, 


and 
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and the water, is in itſelf void of knowledge, 
power, or motion, being abſolutely dead and 
thonghtleſs. It is therefore ignorant of the 
beaut-ous and uſeful forms which it wears, 
cf the regular motions it performs, and 

of the wile and beneficial effects which it 
is inſtrumental in producing. The wiſ- 
dom and power of the Almighty therefore 
were required, to collect and form in the 
heavens that huge maſs of fire called the 
ſun, and to place it properly for enlighten- 
ing, warming, and fertilizing attendant 
worlds: and the fame wiſdom and power 
alone, can turn round its great body, dart 
its beams, and by them enlighten and warm 
innumerable creatures. The ſun-beams are 
evidently incapable of darting themſelves, 
and know nothing of the light and comfort 
which they adminiſter. And Gop is as 
truly, and more intirely, the author of the 


bleſſings we receive from the ſun's heat and 


light, as a perfon who ſhould bring us light 


and fewel, and make a fire in a cold and 


dark night, would be of the relief and plea- 
ſure we received. Thus the ſun declares the 
glory of Gop, his Almighty power and un- 
erring wiſdom, which impel and guide it; 


whoſe going forth is from the end of the bes- 


vens, and his circuit unto the ends of it, fo 
that nothing is hidden from bis heat. * Do 
not light and life and pleaſure, and all the 


*. Plal. xix. 1. 
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with his goodneſs. 7 
beauty and fruitfulneſs of the earth, depend 
upon the ſun's influences; and would they 
not all fail if theſe were with-held? And 
is not Gop then the author of all the good 
produced by the ſun; who turns round his 
vaſt body, and darts his beams, which would 
otherwiſe have neither light nor motion ? 

Again; To the viſdom of the Almighty 
we muſt aſcribe it, that the ſurface of the 
earth was at firſt covered with proper mate- 
rials, for the growth and nouriſhment of the 
countleſs plants and trees, which ſpring out 
of it, and furniſhed with /eeds of all kinds 
to riſe and grow through all generations. 
And what cauſe. but the wiſe direction of 
the ſame Gor, unfolds the ſeveral ſeeds at 
their proper times, and guides through their 
fine channels the materials for their growth ? 
Do not alſo the ſucceſſions of day and night, 
ſummer and winter, ſeed-time and harveſt, 
depend upon the regular motions of the 
earth or ſun? And does not the great be- 
ing who moves and guides theſe, crown the 
year with his gocdnefs ; and does not the pſal- 
miſt with reaſon fay unto Gop, thou makeſt 
the outgoings of the morning and evening to 
rejcice? 

? Again; Are not the fowing of rivers, and 
the riſe and fall of vapours, neceſſary to the 
fertility of the carth, and to the ſupport of 
it's ee ? And what cauſe but the 
power of Go, continually raiſes the ſprings 

to 
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to the mountains tops, from whence they 
flow down to refreſh and enrich the lands 
below them? What but his Almighty 


energy, who makes the ſun his inſtrument, 


raiſes from the ſeas and other waters, vapours 
which float in the thin air, and fall at proper 
ſeaſons? When we aſcribe all this to na- 
ture, we uſe a word without a meaning; or 
elſe aſſign that as the cauſe, which is the ef- 
fect itſelf, If we ſay ſuch is the nature or 
conſtitution of the world, that theſe effects 
are produced regularly and conſtantly ; we 
then mention a very great and conſtant ef- 
fect, which requires a divine wiſdom, pow- 
er, and benevolence; namely, the Framing 
ſo great and exact an engine as the natural 
world, and continually moving and working it, 


in a moſt regular and beneficial manner. 


The pious and philoſophic king with a juſt 
gratitude, aſcribes all theſe effects to Gop. 


Who viſiteth the earth and watereth it, who 


greatly enricheth it by the clouds and rivers 
which are full of water, and who prepareth 
us corn when he hath thus provided for its 
growth, 15 
If Gop then be the immediate author of 
the light and heat of the ſun, and of the re- 
gular ſucceſſions of the ſeaſons, and of day 
and night; if he cauſe the earth to yield 
continually herbs and graſs for cattle, and 
corn and wine and oil for men; it is then 


moſt evident, that Gop crowneth the year 
with 


with his goodneſs. 9 


with his goodneſs; ſince he produceth all 
that variety and quantity of good we have 
enjoyed through the year. Fire, earth, and 
water, which are deſtitute of all knowledge 
and power of motion, could no more pro- 
duce theſe without his energy and direction, 
than the pencil, oil, and colours of the 
painter, could form an exact and beautiful 
landſcape, without his directing ſki!l, and 
eye, and hand. 
2. The continuing inferior orders of Ivins 
creatures, ſo neceſſary for the ſupport and 
pleaſure of human life, which muſt be a- 
ſcribed to the wiſdom and power of the Al- 
mighty creator continually exerted. is ano- 
ther demonſtration that he crowneth the year 
with his goodneſs. Let us ouly take notice of 
the horſes, bullocks, and ſheep, and how 
much they contribute to the maintenance 
and delight of mankind, and then reflect on 
the manifeſt goodneſs of Gop in producing 
and preſerving them, The frame of every 


one of theſe, diſcovers infinitely more ſkill 
employed in forming it, than the beſt con- 


trived and finiſhed pieces of human art. 
The beaſts ignorant of their own make, and 
of the make of their young, can have.no 
claim to the honour of producing theſe, 
And the Gop who alone can form, and con- 
tinually introduces them into liſe, and whoſe 
earth ſupports them, mult be conteſt the 


author of all the good which mankind de- 
B rive 
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rive from them. His wiſdom alſo is vifible 
in regulating their increaſe, proportioning 
their males and females, and ſuffering none 
of theſe uſeful kinds to fail; but multiply- 
ing continually around us, beauty, life, and 
good in infinite variety. When therefore we 
enjoy the benefits ariſing from the miniſtry of 
theſe creatures, as we have done the paſt 
year; ought we not to obferve and acknow- 
ledge the wiſdom, power, and bounty of 
Gop? He is the author and preſerver of 
the life, ſtrength, and ſwiſtneſs of the horſe, 
He continually produces and feeds the ſheep, 


by whoſe fleeces we are warmed, and nou- 


riſhed by their fleſh, He gives to the ox his 


ſtrength and patience of labour, and to the 
cow her treaſures of milk. Fe alſo is the 


author of the life, beauty and mulic of the 
birds, and of the ſagacity and induſtry of 


the bee. 
A charitable perſon who with his own 


hands made bread for the hungry poor, and 
continually gave it to them, is not half. ſo 
much the author of the relief which they 


receive; as Gop is of all the benefit we re- 
ceive from the animal creation, conti- 


nually formed and maintained by him, in 


ſubſervience to our ſupport, uſe, and plea- 
ſure. O Lerd bow manifold are thy works, in 
wiſdom haſt thou made them all, the earth is 


Full of thy riches : fo is the great and wide ſea, 


wherein are creatures iunumerable both ſmall 
and 
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and great. All theſe wait upon thee, that 
thou mayeſt give them their meat in due ſea- 


ſon. That thou giveſt them, they gather; thou 


openeſt thy hand, they are ſatisfied with good. 
Thou taheſt away their breath, and they die, and 
return to their duſt, Thou ſend; 72 forth thy 


' ſhirit and they are created, and thou reneweſt 


the face of the earth, * 

3. As we owe our exiſtence, and all our in- 
telligent and active powers to Gor, and de- 
pend intirely upon him for their continuance; 
we are of conſequence indebted to Gop for 
all the bleſſings which by theſe we procure. 
That God is the former of our bodies, and 
the father of our ſpirits, and that we are as 
fearfully and wonderfully preſerved by him, 
as made; + will be evident to every one, 
who with attention conſiders the make ei- 
ther of our bodies or minds, What cauſe 
but the alwiſe and Almighty Jehovah, could 
create an intelligent and free ſpirit, yea 
countleſs numbers of them, bearing the 


image of the deity? And does not the 


ſtructure of our bodies, whoſe moſt incon- 
ſiderable parts in their contrivance and uſes, 
are greatly ſuperior to the moſt finiſhed pro- 
ductions of human art; prove the boundleſs 
wiſdom, power, and \hanenctence of our 
maker? The continuance alſo of our reaſon 
and bealth, the regular ri/e and return of our 
ideas, of the nature of which, and the 
B 2 places 
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places where they are repoſited, we are ig- 
norant; and the maintaining the regular 


action of ſo nice and complicated an engine 
as the human body : demonſtrate to every 
judicious obſerver, the continued energy and 


direction of the creator. 

If then we are indebted to Gop for un- 
derſtanding, judgment, memory, and for 
our active powers; for our limbs and ſenſes, 
and for all our ſtrength and ſagacity; it is 
alſo evident, that whatever bleſſings we ac- 
quire by means of theſe, are ultimately to be 
aſcribed to Gop ; who gave us theſe abilities. 
The pleaſures and advantages we gain by 
the eye, we owe to him whoſe wiſdom 
formed it. For the ſatisfactions of know- 
ledge and goodneſs we are obliged to the 
father of our ſpirits, who made them in- 
telligent and free. The fruits of our ſkill 
and induſtry make us debtors to his good- 


' neſs, who not only gave us our materials, 


but gave and preſerves the abilities of im- 
proving them. As in Gop ve live, and move, 
and have our being, * and he alſo hath form- 


ed our peculiar geniuſes, by which we gain 


peculiar advantages; ſhould we not be ſtu- 


pidly ungrateful, if like Nebuchadnez2zar, 


we aſcribed all our acquiſitions to ourſelves, 
forgetting the Gop who ruleth in heaven 
and carth, and giveth unto us all things, 
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A ſlight accident which brings on a fever, 
ſhows our wiſdom and ſtrength not to be 
properly our own, depriving us in a few 
hours of both. And ought you not to be 
taught by this conſideration, to aſcribe the 
bleſſings of continued health, reaſon and vi- 
gor to Gor, who maintains the regular flow 
of your blood, the order of your minds, and 
activity of your members. 

4. As God is alſo the creator and preferver 
of the reſt of mankind, the author of their 
abilities and diſpoſitions to contribute to our 
good, ſo by the bleſſings which we receive 
from others, the goodneſs of GoD crowneth 


the year. Are you happy in the prudence 


and.tenderneſs of a parent, in the diſcretion, 
ſweetneſs and fidelity of a huſband or wife, 
in the generous affection of a friend or bro- 
ther, in the amiable qualities and dutiful be- 
haviour of children, in the modeſty, dili- 
gence, and honeſty of a ſervant, in the 
knowledge, virtue, and piety of a miniſter, 
and the like? To the divine goodneſs you 


are principally indebted for all theſe bleſſ- 


ings; ſince Gop formed them with thoſe 
amiable qualities and benevolent diſpoſitions, 


which improved by them yield ſo much ſa- 


tisfaction. It is true, there is a praiſe and 


affection due to them alſo, as they act with 


choice and kind intentions in doing us good. 
Vet it is alſo true, that we owe the chief 
praiſe and gratitude to Gon, who formed 


their 
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their good qualities, and favoured them with 
ſuch aſſiſtances and encouragements for im- 
proving their good diſpoſitions. Who con- 
tinuing alſo their lives, continues their ſub- 
ſervience to our good. Adam was not more 


truly obliged to Gop for the pleaſure of 


Eve's ſociety, when his maker formed her, 
and brought her to him; than we are to 
the divine goodneſs for all the bleſſings we 
receive from our fellow- creatures, to whom 
he gave all their uſeful qualities and bene- 
volent diſpoſitions. The ſcriptures therefore 
with great juſtice, conſtantly uſe this lan- 
guage, that children, friends, and the like, 


are the gifts of Gop, and all the bleſſings 


they convey to us. Finally, 
5. As we owe immediately to Goo, our 
being born or placed in thoſe circumstances, 


which occaſioned our enjoying much of the 


good, that hath filled the paſt year; on this 
account alſo we owe this praiſe to Gop, that 
he hath crowned the year with bis goodneſs. 
Have you inherited from pious parents an 
happy diſpoſition and an healthful conſtitu- 
tion, and received from them a good educa- 


tion and an eaſy fortune; to the goodneſs 


of Gop you are alſo obliged for theſe ; who 
appointed your deſcent from ſuch parents, 
when he might have ordered it from pa- 
rents, of whom you would have received a 
ſickly conſtitution, a bad education, and la- 


| borious poverty. All the bleſſings therefore 


conſequent 
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conſequent upon theſe, which have inriched 
many ſucceſſive years, particularly the laſt, 
make you debtors to his kind appointment. 
Again, that you were born in a free and pro- 
teſtant nation, in peaceful times, and amidſt 
the greateſt advantages of the goſpel for ri- 
ſing to never-ending bleſſedneſs, you owe to 
the free grace of Gop, who might have ap- 
pointed your ſouls to animate bodies in Tur- 
hey, Spain, or Guinea. All the bleſſings 
therefore of liberty, all the ſatisfactions of 
rational devotion, and all the peculiar im- 
provements 1n virtue and piety, which have 
rendered the paſt year happy to any of us, 
lay us under peculiar obligations to Gop; 
who not only ſent his fon from heaven to 
inſtru and fave mankind ; but directed our 
birth and education to be, where we might 
beſt enjoy the benefits of the chriſtian ſalva- 
tion, Or hath a peculiar acquaintance, our 
being ſituated in ſuch a family, ingaged in 
ſuch a friendſhip, and the like, contributed 
greatly to our ſatisfaction the laſt year? And 
was this a conſequence of our birth and edu- 
cation? It is evident we are here alſo in- 
debted to the goodneſs of Gop, who thus 
caſt our lot. 

To conclude the general proof, as our 
moſt valuable ſatisfactions ariſe from a ra- 
tional and warm devotion, from well-go- 
verned paſſions, conſcious goadneſs, and a 
ſucceſsful proſecution of immortal blefled- 

| neſs; 
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neſs ; and the divine goodneſs hath not only 
granted us by the goſpel great advantages for 
acquiring theſe, but by favourable influences 
on the mind, cheriſhes good affections, ani- 
mates good reſolutions, and aſſiſts us to prac- 
tiſe our duty, to ſupport trials and afflictions, 
overcome temptations, and improve in the 
divine life: as theſe attainments are therefore 
as truly graces of Gop, as virtues of our 
6wNn, and the ſcriptures aſſert the neceſſity 
and the communication of divine influences; 


and as a favourable conduct of divine provi- 


dence is often greatly aſſiſtant to our profi- 
cience in holineſs and happineſs—on theſe 
accounts with regard to the ſatisfactions of 
virtue and devotion which we have enjoyed 
the laſt year, we have reaſon to ſay ; that Gop 
hath crowned the year with his goodneſs. 
Theſe hints may ſuffice for explaining and 
proving the fr/t general, that we owe the 
bleſſings of the laſt year to Gop as their 
immediate or remote author. Let me 


II. Aſſiſt you in obſerving ſome of the 


principal inflances of that goodneſs, with 


which he hath crowned another year. 
1. The national bl:flings of jucceſs in wars 


abroad, and at the ſame time ot peace, liber- 
ty, and plenty at home, are conſiderable in- 


ſtances of that goodneſs, with which Gop 
crowned the laſt year, While ſeveral pro- 
zeſtant as well as popiſh countries, have ſuf- 

fered 
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fered all the dreadful effects of war; want, 
famine, violence, ſlaughter, and deſolation; 
and the wretched ſurviving inhabitants fear 
the continuance and increaſe of theſe evils ; 
and many proteſtant ſtates apprehend the ut- 
ter ſubverſion of their religion and liberties. 
—We, though principals in this war, have 
been ſtrangers to all theſe evils. Our coaſts 
have been free from inſult, and our ſhips of 
trade have gone out to the moſt diſtant re- 
gions, and generally returned unplundered. 
And ſo great have been the ſucceſſes with 
which Almighty Gop hath bleſſed our fleets 
and armies, and the arms of our allies; that 
we have a fair proſpect of ſoon reducing our 
enemies to accept a peace; which under the 
divine favour may long ſecure the liberties of 
Europe, the proteſtant intereſt, and the free- 
dom and proſperity of our country. 

Hath our ſituation as an iſland contributed 
greatly to ſecure us from the ravages of an 
invading enemy? And do we not owe this 
advantage to Gop, who cauſed the ſea to 
flow between, and divide us from France? 
Have the wiſdom of our governors, the con- 
duct and bravery of our commanders, and 
the courage and vigor of our foldiers and fai- 
Jors, the natural fruits of liberty and plenty, 
been among the cauſes of our ſecurity and 
ſucceſs? Andeare not the wiſdom, ſpirit, 
and abilities of our governors and command- 
ers, and the ſtrength and courage of our 
C people 
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people, with the liberty and plenty which 
ſupport them, the gifts of Gop? He alſo in 
his great goodneſs prolongs the life of our 
ſovereign, the father of his people and guar- 
dian of their liberties; whom his enemies, 
if he hath any left amongſt us, cannot 


charge during his long reign with a ſingle 


violation of our laws or privileges. All good 
ſubjects under his protection may ſerve Gop 
in that way, which they think moſt pleafing 
to their maker, and molt ſubſervient to their 
improvement in virtue and piety, and to their 
everlaſting happineſs ; and purſue their tem- 
poral intercits by every honourable method, 
and ſecurely enjoy the fruits of their honeſt 
induſtry. 

How viſible the divine favour alſo in the 
great plenty of the laſt year, which not only 
ſatisfies our own poor with bread, but the 
wants of our {riends abroad; while our in- 
creaſing trade inables them to earn it, for 
their own ſupport, and to the gocd of their 
country. Did we feel ſomewhat of the 


evils which overwhelm our neighbours, par- 


ticularly our proteſtant brethren in Germany ; 
want, violence, flaughter, and deſolation; 


we ſhouid then more julily eſtimate the di- 


vine goodneſs in aur paſt ſecurity, and be 
more warmly grateful, To prevent our be- 
coming inſenſible to ſoch diſtinguiſhing 
kindneſs, and by ingratitude forſeiting it; 
let us often conſider the wretched condition 


of 


Fang,; 
* 
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of other nations, and then with a grateful 


rapture employ the praiſes, which David's 
piety indited, and which are ſo becoming 


our circumſtances as Gob's favoured people. 
Praiſe the Lord O England, and bleſs thy Gor 


Great Britain. He hath ſlirengthened the bars 
of thy gates, and bleſſed thy children within 
thee. He hath covered thy heavens with clouds, 
and made the graſs to grow abundantly on thy 
mountains. He hath covered thy vallies with 
corn, thy little hills rejoice on every fide, and 
thy paſtures are ſtored with flocks, He bath 
given peace in thy borders, and filled thee with 
Tho fineſt of the wheat, He continues to ſhow 
thee bis laws, and his exceeding great and pre- 
cious promiſes. He hath not dealt thus with 
all nations, and as for his goſpel, they cannot 
read it. Praiſe ye the Lord! * As we are 
ſharers in theſe national bleſſings, a conſide- 
ration and grateful acknowledgement of them, 
ſhould make a part of our review of the fa- 

vours wherewith Gop bs crowned the year. 
2. Hath Gop continued to many of you 
through the paſt year, vealth, friends, and 
the conventencies of life? He hath thus 
crowned it with his goodneſs, How neceſ- 
ſary health, that we may reliſh life and its 
enjoyments in any degree. How delicate 
the frame of the human body, compoſed of 

ten thouſand fine pipes and ſprings, which 
are ſo cafily diſordered, that it is wonderful 
C2: the 


* Pſal, cxlvii. 
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the whole continues one day in order. How 
tender and watchful then the providence of 
Gop, which hath preſerved them in order 
fo many days, and continued our ability to 
diſcharge the duties of life with pleaſure, and 
enjoy its comforts with ſpirit! While the 
ſickneſſes of others have ſhown us, how 
frail our ſtate, and how much we were in- 
debted to the attentive goodneſs of our great 
preſerver. Have our nights been eaſy, our 
mornings ſprightly, and our meals and la- 
bours chearful? Hath health qualified us to 
enjoy friends, company, books, and the va- 


Tious bounties of providence, and rendered 
our devotions more animated? With the 


warmer gratitude Jet us own that mercy, 
which hath preſerved our lives from ſickneſs, 
our eyes from tears, and our feet from fall- 
ing, and crowned us with loving kindneſs 


and benefits. 


Farther, Gop hath continued to us not 
only the faculties, but the ohjedfs of enjoy- 


ment. Death hath deprived others of dear 


relations or friends; while ours have been 
preſerved, Violence, fraud, or accidents, 
have reduced many to poverty, who be- 


gan the year in plenty; whereas we have 
cloſed it as happily, perhaps more proſpe- 
rouſly than we began it. Our friends 


are as frail as theirs, who have yielded to 
death, our ſubſtance as ſubject to injuſtice or 


accidents as theirs; it is therefore the fa- 


vour 


ii 
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vour of Gop which hath diſtinguiſhed us, 
and proſpered the labour of our hands, and 
we ſhould gratefully own it. If by our 
prudence, temperance, diligence, and inte- 
grity, we have contributed to the prolonging 
our proſperity; yet as our intellectual and 
active powers were the gifts of Gop, and 
our habits of virtue have been cheriſhed by 
the inſtructions and encouragements of his 
goſpel, and the influences of his grace, 
and his kind providence ſecretly turns aſide 
evils unſeen by us, and diſpoſes ſecond 
cauſes to concur favourably ; we ought with 
humility and gratitude to aſcribe the eonti- 
nued poſſeſſion of ſo many bleſſings to the 
great author of all good, as the principal 
cauſe, 

3. That we have been continued another 
year in poſſeſſion of peculiar advantages, for 
becoming eſtabliſhed in Helin and happi- 
neſs to eternity, we are greatly obliged to the 
divine goodneſs ; and we have ſtill greater rea- 
ſon to rejoice in it, if theſe advantages have 
been well improved. In proportion to the 
worth of the bleſſedneſs for which true religion 
prepares us, we are to eſtimate advantages for 
attaining it. Compleat and everlaſting bleſſed- 
neſs is of infinite worth, proportionably high 
ſhould be our eſtimation of our religious ad- 
vantages, and our gratitude to Gop for con- 
tinuiug them. Is the Deity repreſented to 
us in a light proper to kindle the nobleſt love, 

and 
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and form us to his reſemblance in goodneſs 
and bleſſedneſs for ever? Are the fatal con- 
ſequences of fin clearly ſet before us, and 
our duty in every part repreſented in a light 
diſtin*t and engaging? Are the motives 
drawn from the Jove of Cop, and from the 
friendſhip and death of Chriſt, ſtrongly 
urged upon our conſciences; and the infi- 
nite recompences of the next ſtate, fo de- 


 icribed and brought home to our minds, as 


to raiſe us above the temptations and afflic- 
tions of the preſent? Hath a merciful Gop 
through the laſt year thus excited us, to re- 
gard in earneſt our duty and happineſs, and 
perſuaded us to practiſe what would render 
us ſolidly happy in life, and completely bleſſ- 
ed in eternity? Had we during former 
years triſled with the tenders of infinite bleſſ- 
edneſs, and continued inſenſible to the love 
of the redeemer, indulging to mean paſſions 
and vices, with the hazard of heaven and 
immortality? And when Gop had expreſt 
ſo affectionate a concern for our everlaſting 
welfare; did we diſregard it, and make him 
the returns of ingratitude and diſobedience ? 
Did Gop notwithſtanding this, continue the 
calls of his goſpel and the methods of his 
race? How great this mercy to ſinners, 
who had deſerved to be deprived of advan- 
tages they abuſed, and of the life they waſted! 
How great would be the ingratitude and 
guilt of continuing this abuſe ! And how 
adorable 
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adorable the divine goodneſs, if at laſt he 
has prevailed, and if conſtrained by his mer- 
cies we have devoted ourſelves to him, and 
deliberately entered upon that courſe, which 
certainly leads unto everlaſting felicity ! 

Had ſome of you, my friends, before en- 
tered theſe paths, and have the continued i in- 
ſtructions and encouragements of the goſpel, 
forwarded you in them? Is your piety 
grown more warm and ſerious, your bene- 


volence more active, and your joy in Gop 


more ſenſible? Do the proſpects of immor- 
tality brighten upon you, and does your in- 
tereſt in it improve? How great are your 
obligations to Gop, who though you alſo 
had been negligent, continued his concern 
for your improving picty and happineſs! 
whoſe goſpel revealed thole animating truths, 
and whoſe Providence placed you, where 
you might fully know them, and continued 
your capacities for improvement. It every 
advance in piety and virtue, will be reward- 
ed with an advancing degree of glory and fe- 
licity everlaſting ; you can never be enough 
grateful to the grace of God, who hath pro- 
longed to you the advantages, which as 
chriſtians and proteſtants you enjoy, for be- 
ing now eminent in piety and holineſs, and 
in perfection and bleſſedneſs to eternity. 

4. Hath Gop zncreaſed to any the laſt 
year the bleſſings of life; by proſperity in 
affairs, or by the acce//70n of valuable friends; 

„With 
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with an increaſing gratitude they ſhould f 


praiſe his goodneſs. The race is not always 
to the ſwift, nor the battle to the ſtrong, nor 
bread to the wiſe; but time and chance happen 
to all,* That is, temporal proſperity does 
not ſolely depend on human ſtrength, or 
{kill, or induſtry ; but on other cauſes appa- 
rently accidental, but really ſubject to the - 
rection of divine providence. A flip m 

cauſe the ſwifteſt racer to fall and loſe the 
prize. A ſudden furprize or panic may occa- 
fion the defeat of the ſtronger by the weaker. 
A fire, ſhipwreck, or unſuſpected fraud may 
reduce the moſt prudent trader to poverty, 
when inferior abilities, through a favourable 
concurrence of events, ſecure riches. Have 


you then been ſucceſsful, have the ſeaſons, 


the winds, or the ſeas, favoured you, have 
you eſcaped knaves that would have ruined 


your fortune, and have your correſpondents 
forwarded your deligns? You have reaſon 


to aſcribe it to a favourable direction of Gop, 
whom the winds and ſeas obey, and in whoſe 
hand are the hearts of men, and who turneth 
them as he pleaſes. And as he hath in- 


creaſed your ſtore, you ſhould increaſe in acts 


of piety and charity. 

Have any contracted happily new rela- 
tions? A prudent wife is from the Lord, 
Have you ſatisfaction in an increafing family, 
or increaſing fatisfation in your children? 


The 


* Eccleſ. ix. 11. 
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The fruit of the womb is the gift of Gon, and 


his bleſſing gives ſucceſs to the pious endea- 
vours of parents. While therefore they re- 
joice in their ſucceſs, they ſhould bleſs the 
Gop who teacheth to profit. Have your 
honeſt endeavours to do good proved effec- 
tual? Have new and unexpected friends a- 
riſen, whoſe friendſhip more than compen- 
ſated undeſerved ill treatment from others? 
We ſhould bleſs Gop who hath formed-men 
to approve piety, goodneſs, and integrity, 
and who hath ſet any good qualities of ours, 
in a favourable light before them; and ſhould 


by this, be more animated in our endeavours 


to do good, and more chearful and abundant 
in the ſervice of God: who eben a man; 


ways pleaſe him, will make his enemies to be 


at peace with him, or even render their ill- 
will ſubſervient to his greater uſefulnets and 
happineſs. | 

5. Have any been the laſt year delivered 
out of ſome great danger, or have you been 
preſerved even from the appearance of dan- 
ger: you ſhould in theſe inſtances acknow- 
ledge the divine goodneſs. Did a violent 
ſickneſs threaten you with a death, for which 
you was not well prepared; and did Gop 
hear your prayers and reſtore you? You 
ſhould bleſs him, from whom the {kill of 
the phyſician, and the efficacy of remedies 
are derived; and who placed you, where 
you might be benefited by them. Or hath 
| OS D your 
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your health been preſerved from any fenfible 
injury? How much greater your obligati- 
ons to Gop, who continued the regular flow 
of your blood, and your vigour and activity. 
Did you fall, and did Gop remarkably pre- 


eyes: your bones, Jo that not one was broken & 


Or has the rage of a fire been reſtrained 
which threatened your ſubſtance? Or have 
you paſt the year unalarmed by any? Hath 
Gop given his angels charge over you, to keep 


you in all your journeys, and the like? You 


ought with warm gratitude to celebrate the 
goodneſs, which hath kept your eyes from 
tears, and your feet from falling, and hath 
covered you as with a ſhield. 

Creatures of ſo frail a make as we are, 
open to the ſurprize and aſſault of ſo many 
evils, ſo often deſerving to be left a prey to 


them, or by our indiſcretion expoſing our- 


ſelves; if throughout a year we have eſcaped 


any conſiderable hurt; did we rightly conſi- 


der our caſe, could not fail of being warm- 


lvy affected with the divine goodneſs; which 


keeps in order ſo delicate an engine, and 
preſerves unhurt ſo tender a frame, by a 
kind and conſtant attention amidſt a thou- 
ſand accidents; an attention which our in- 
gratitude and diſobedience ſo frequently 
torfeit. 
6. May we not alſo diſcern the divine 
goodneſs, even in the affi&1ons with which 
de have been viſited the laſt year? Were 
they 
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they not the neceſlary corrections of a wiſe 
and tender parent, deſigned for our greateſt 
good, and fitted to promote it? And if 
light affiietions which are but for a moment, 
work out for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory, * are they not in- 
ſtances of the divine goodneſs in appointing 
them? Have you been exerciſed with pain 
and /ickneſs, and brought within view of the 
grave? Was not this diſcipline neceſſary to 
bring you to ſerious conſideration, to a ſenſe 
of your faults, and to a reſolution of living 


more as rangers on earth, and as perſons 


who have an infinite intereſt in another 
world, which would be utterly ruined by 
continued neglect, or vicious indulgence ? 
Or have any been diſappointed in their 
worldly projects and purſuits ? and did not an 
exceſſive love to the world, and diſregard to 
heaven, render it expedient for our heavenly 
father thus to teach them, that their portion 
and happineſs conſiſted not of theſe things ; 
but that if they would become ſolidly happy 
in life, and compleatly bleſſed for ever, they 


muſt ſeek firſt the kingdom of Gop and his 


righteouſneſs, and place their happineſs more 
in approving themſclves to BEE and culti- 
vating a pious, beneficent, and heavenly tem- 
per? Riches theſe, of which no accident 
can deprive us, and which will procure for 
us an everlaſting inheritance, 
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Or hath life been embittered to any by 
the /s of a dear friend or relation? Was 
not your loſs their gain? and if you made 
your grief an occaſion of turning your 
thoughts more to that ſtate upon which your 
friends are entered, and are thus excited to 
greater diligence in preparing for the bleſſed- 
neſs of heaven ; might you not in the con- 
ſciouſneſs of this improvement, and in more 
aſſured hopes of the heavenly felicity, enjoy 
more preſent ſatisfaction, than their continued 
converſation could have given you? And 
when you partake in the diſtinguiſhed and 
everlaſting rewards of an improved piety ; 
will you not find their death to have been 
allo your gain ? 

In ſhort, as it is the general weakneſs of 
mankind, to incline to ſenſual pleaſures and 
preſent advantages, and neglect the ſatisfac- 
tions of virtue and devotion, and the ever- 
laſting intereſts of an unſeen ſtate; and pain, 
ſickneſs, and difappoinment, have a natural 
influence to loofen us from a vain world, and 
direct onr thoughts and affections to a more 
certain good, to the unmixed and compleat 
felicity of holineſs and heaven; it mult be 
every perſon's own fault, if what we call 
afflictions, loſſes, and diſappointments, do 
not prove means of our enjoying valuable ſa- 
tisfa & ions at preſent, and gaining an eternal 
good. And if what ſenſe and paſſion call 
evils, are in this view evident inſtances of 
the 
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the kind intention of Gop towards us. we 
ought thankfully to own, that he dorh not 
willingly grieve, or afflift the children of men; x 
who delighteth in ſhowing mercy, and in 
conferring benefits, 1s the author of all our 
enjoyments, and crowneth our years with bis 
goodneſs. | 

Leaving your thoughts to enlarge on 
theſe hints, and to apply them more parti- 
cularly to your own caſes ; I would attempt 
your farther improvement by adding ſome 
practical reflections. 

1. How rational and happy his temper, who 
is habitually devout ; and how irrational, in- 


grateful, and guilty, an irreligious temper and 


conduct! It an infinitely good Gop conſtantly 
ſurrounds us with his preſence and favours, 
and is the author of all the good we enjoy, 
how reaſonable is it, that we ſhold ſeriouſly 
apprehend, and gratefully acknowledge his 
kindneſs and our obligations? ſhould re- 
Joice in the conſideration of all ſurrounding 
benevolence, and raiſe the conduct of life b 

a concern to pleaſe and to be grateful to this 
Gop; who as he is infinitely beneficent, 
will grant peculiar inſtances of his favour to 


the grateful, and obedient, and benevolent ?_ 


What employment of their minds more be- 
coming intelligent creatures, than when the 


returning light recalls them to reaſon, action, 


and enjoyment, acknowledging with a warm 
gratitude 


* Lam. iii, 33. 
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gratitude the goodneſs which renews their 
intelligent and active powers, and darts the 
morning beams, the light of which would 
otherwiſe never viſit them: and which con- 


tinues the beauty and order of the creation, 


and all their agreeable circumſtances relating 
to the preſent life, and their advantages for 
ſecuring the bleſſedneſs of immortality? Can 
any employment be more becoming us, than 
beginning every day with humble prayer 
and grateful praiſe to our conſtant preſerver 
and unwearied benefactor? Or more de- 
lightful than to confider, that amidſt the 
dangers and uncertainties of the day, we are 
under the care of infinite goodneſs, and 
may depend upon it, for ſupplying us with 


whatever is proper to a ſtate of trial, and 


guiding us to everlaſting bleſſedneſs? Can 
they have known true pleaſure, who have 
not known the pleaſures of gratitude to Gop, 


and joy and confidence in him; and the 
chearing hopes of everlaſting bleſſedneſs ? 


On the contrary, for beings whom Gop 


' hath made intelligent, to riſe every morning 


to life and action like the brutes, without 
any thought of the goodneſs which preſerves 
them, or any gratitude to the bountiful Gop, 
who ſupplies every enjoyment, or any con- 
cern to pleaſe him, and anſwer the deſign of 
his benefits: how irrational, and how guilty ! 
Do not ſuch perſons in effect deny, in con- 
tradiction to reaſon, truth, and their conſtant 

experience, 
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experience, that they are continually depen- 
dent and indebted to the divine goodneſs ? 
And muſt not ſuch ingratitude be highly diſ- 
pleaſing to Gop, who beholds it ; and 
change what would otherwiſe be bleſſings 
into a curſe? Although an infinitely good 
God always ſurrounds ſuch with his pre- 
ſence, waiting to train them for immortal 
felicity ; it is the ſame to them as if there 
were no ſuch being; for they feel no emo- 
tions of grateful love, no joy in the conſct- 
ouſneſs of his preſence, and no concern to 
comply with his deſigns, of making them 

happy for ever. 
Apain, if Gop indeed crown the year with 
his goodneſs, and every enjoyment be his gift; 
how reaſonable is it, that when we /t down 
to a table covered with his bounties, we 
gratefully acknow!-d4ge him, who makes the 
earth fruitful, anc. brings into life and main- 
tains the various animals, by whoſe fleſh our 
lives are ſupported ; and giveth us wine that 
maketh glad the heart of man, and oyl which 
cauſeth his face to ſhine, and bread which 
ſtrengtheneth hin. If Gop be really the 
giver of all theic things, what more reaſon- 
able, than to pay him the tribute of owning 
his bounty wacn about to partake of it? 
Would not this if done with ſeriouſneſs, 
improve the ſenſual pleaſure, by the nobler 
pleaſures of gratitude and hope in Gop, and 
determine us to enjoy his gifts with tempe- 
rance 
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Trance and charity? And how ſtupid and 
ungrateful a creature is he, who daily ſits 
down to his food, like the ox or the (wine; 
and never cherithes a grateful thought of the 
bounty which miniiters all that he enjoys ? 
At the cloſe allo of every day crowned 
with the divine favours, and at the conclufion 
of the year, what employment more be- 
coming rational creatures, than to reflect with 
wonder and gratitude on the goodneſs which 
preſerved and ſupplied them, and on the re- 
turns they have made to it? then to im- 
plore the divine forgiveneſs of an unſuitable 
behaviour, reſolve to act better, and then 
humbly commend themſelves to the divine 
care for the future? We may forget the 
preſence and goodneſs of Gop, and our o- 
bligations to him ; but he 1s nevertheleſs pre- 
ſent, nor are we ever the leſs obliged. We 
may thus deprive ourlelves of the ſatisfac- 
tions of pratitude, admiration, and joy in 
Gop, and loſe the happineſs of an intereſt 
in his ſpecial favour, and after a life ſpent in 
forgetiulneſs of Gop, be for ever baniſhed 
from his preſence. This is a that unrea- 
ſonable irreligion can do for us. Let us 


therefore, my friends reſolve, that our de- 


votion and gratitude ſhall be conſtant, as the 


preſence and goodneſs of our great bene- 


factor. a 
2. Does Gop crown the year with bis 


e! Is he continually and infinitely 
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communicative of good? Let us be excited 
to an imitation of his beneficence. If it be 
the glory and delight of Gop to do good ex- 
tenſively, it muſt be our honour and happi- 
neſs to reſemble him according to our mea- 
ſure. We ſhall thus moſt approve, and moſt 
enjoy ourſelves; and thus become moſt ap- 
proved by him. For the ſame reaſon that 
Gop chuſes to employ his boundleſs wiſdom 
and power in communicating good; he will 
be moſt pleaſed with thoſe of his rational 
creatures, who molt conſtantly imitate him; 
who cheriſh the tender and generous affec- 
tions of their nature, are ſenſible to the wants 
and ſufferings of others, and prompt to re- 
lieve them. Who ſuppreſs ſelfiſh and in- 
jurious paſſions, and to their utmoſt remove 
evil and communicate good. And if they 
are thus followers of Gop as dear children, * 
being approved by him, they will certainly 
be happy in his favour. That infinite good- 
neſs which overflows the creation Will be pe- 
culiarly attentive to their welfare, ſupplying 
their wants, and ſecuring their peace and en- 
joyment. No wile and good king, would 
permit ſuch a ſubject to receive any real hurt, 
could he- prevent it; much leſs will the great 
ſovereign of tne world, whoſe wiſdom, pow- 
er, and goodneſs, are infinite, Who, oe Ver 
therefore loveth life, and deſiretb many gf | 
wherein he may ſee goed; let him keep bis 

E | tongue 
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tongue from evil, and his lips from ſpeaking 


guile.x Let the law of truth and kindneſs 


rule his lips. Let him depart from evil and 
do good, ſeek peace and purſue it. Let him be 


rich in good works, ready to diſlribute, will- 


ing to communicate. F For the eyes of the 
Lord are upon the righteous or merciful, and 
his ears are open to ther cry. I What they 


give to the poor, they lend to the Lord, who 


well abundantly repay them. \ As certainly as 
they now concur with Gop in promoting his 
favourite deſign, the good of his creatures, 
o certainly will this mod beneficent Being 
delight to diſtinguiſh them by his favour 
in this life, and his rewards to eternity. 

You will therefore my friends, welcome 
an opportunity of doing good, which now 
offers itſelf ; by ſupporting a charity ſchool 
for the inſtruction of 7wo hundred poor chil- 


dren in the principles of religion, and in 


ſome of the moſt neceſſary arts of life. The 
Caſe will recommend itſelf, You will allow 
me to read it to you. 


The preſent ſlate of the charity ſchool in 
Zoar-ſireet, Gravel. lane, Southwark, 


HE foundation of it was laid in the 

year 1687, in the reign of king James 

II. when a ſchool was 6 ſet up by one Poulton 
a je- 


* 1 Pet. iii. 10. + 1 Tim. vi. 1. 
t Pſal. xxxiv. 15. $ Prov, xix. 17. 
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a jeſuit, and publick notice was given, that 
he would inſtruct the children of the poor 
gratis; upon which Mr. Arthur Shallet, Mr. 
Samuel Warburton, and Mr. Ferdinando Hol- 
land, laid the foundation of this ſchool, to 
avoid the dangerous conſequences of a popiſh 
ſchool, and provide for the inſtruction of the 
children of the poor in the proteſtant way. 
The number of ſcholars at firſt was forty, 
afterwards increaſed to fifty, and now to two 
hundred ; they are taught to read, write, and 
cypher, and are inſtructed in the principles 
of our common chriſtianity, and thereby 
qualified for the ſervice of Gop and man. 
It may be ſaid to be the firſt ſchool the pro- 
teſtant diſſenters were concerned in; here 
objects are received without diſtinction of 
parties, the common good being intended. 
It is ſituated in one of the pooreſt parts of 
this city, and the children of the pooreſt 


ſort of watermen, fiſhermen and others, are 


here taught without any expence to their pa- 
rents, and are furniſhed with bibles, teſta- 
ments, catechiſms, and writing and cypher- 
ing books, and the girls are taught to knit 
and work at their needle, 

The charges have been defrayed by the 
gifts and ſubſcriptions of private perſons ; 
with annual collections, and the kind re- 


membrance of the ſaid ſchool by ſome in 


their laſt wills, 


E 2 Your 
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Your generous aſſiſtance you ſee is want- 
ed, and the goodneſs of the deſign deſerves 
it. By your Charitable concurrence, you 
will peculiarly conform to the pattern you 
have been contemplating. Our heavenly fa- 
ther, though he liberally provides for our 
bodily wants, is more concerned to form us 
to knowledge, virtue, and piety; the pur- 
poles to which this charity is peculiarly di- 
rected, Your aſliſting it will alſo be a pru- 
dent, as well as grateful acknowledgment of 
the divine goodnels, in ſecuring to us by the 
{ucceſſes of the laſt year, the poſſeſſion of 
our religion and liberties. For it is one of 
the beſt methods to prevent the poor from 
being bred in ignorance, and eaſily ſeduced 
to popery, and thus made inſtrumental in 
bringing their fellow- ſubjects under both re- 


ligious and civil bondage. 


Look then with a kind attention upon 
theſe numerous objects of your bounty. How 
pleaſing the ſight. of ſo many reſcued from 
ignorance and barbarity, adorned with clean- 
lineſs and civility, and in the way of attain- 


ing not only the neceſſary arts of life, but 


more valuable acquiſitions, the knowledge 
and practice of true religion. What joy muſt 
it give the parents hearts, to ſee that done by 
your bounty, for thoſe ſo dear to them; for 
which they themſelves were diſabled by their 
poverty. How affectionately will they thank 

0, 
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God, and bleſs you, Let their hearts till 
enjoy this ſatisfaction, and your own the no— 
bler ſatisfaction of giving it. 

Let your thoughts Sis, purſue theſe chil- 
dren into active life, formed by your bounty 
to cleanlineſs, civility, a religious knowlege 
and practice, and to other knowledge proper 
for rendering them uſeful members of ſo— 
ciety. See them becoming diligent, modeſt, 
and faithful ſervants, and the more reſpectful 
to their ſuperiors, for having experienced 
your generous kindneſs. Conſider them as 
growing into heads of families, and in part 
qualified by your bounty, to inſtruct children 
in religion and virtue, and to provide for 
them: and ſome of them perhaps by the 
bleſſing of Gop on their honeſt {kill and 
induſtry, to exerciſe abundantly towards fu- 
ture poor like charity, to that by which they 
have been ſo greatly benefited, Conſider 


them farther as becoming ſerious and ſincere 


members of oùr chriſtian ſocieties, and by the 
grace of Gop, enabled to ſupport and re- 
commend the cauſe of chriſtianity, when we 
are gone off the ſtage. And hence let your 
thoughts riſe to conſider thoſe of them, who 
thus improve your kind aſſiſtance; as be- 
coming members of the heavenly ſociety, and 


glorious and bleſſed in eternity; and think 


what a ſatisfaction it will give you, to be- 
hold any one of theſe in heaven, whom 
through the divine bleſſing, you have helped 

| * 
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to deliver from ignorance, vice, and miſery, 
and render a proper object of the everlaſting 
goodneſs of Gop, an accepted ſubject of your 
generous redeemer, and a part of his glory 
and reward. Think of this and ſay, whether 
an equal expence on mere animal gratifica- 
tions, or on the ſhow of life, can yield you 
now, much leſs hereafter equal ſatisfaction; 
and then act as your own wiſe conſideration, 
and the goodneſs of every hoheſt heart will 
prompt. | 

We cannot enjoy the approbation and fa- 
vour of a merciful Gop, unleſs we are ac- 
cording to our abilities merciful, We can- 
not poſſeſs the divine ſatisfactions of a bene- 
volent heart, without doing good as we have 
opportunity. Nor can we partake in the im- 
menſe rewards which everlaſting goodneſs 
will confer, without cultiyating and prac- 
tiſing that charity which endureth for ever. 
Let us therefore when we leave this place, 
begin the year with doing good, and prac- 
tiſe throughout it, what we are convinced 
will give us moſt ſatisfaction in life and death, 
and make us moſt happy to eternity. 

3. Doth Gop crown every year with his 
goodneſs, how great is his goodneſs! How 
large the quantities of good enjoyed by the 
countleſs millionso f mankind, in' ſucceſſion 
for ſo many thouſand years, and by all the 
other living creatures, inhabitants of our 
globe! And how immenſe that bounty 

which 
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which hath provided ſo much good for all 
theſe, and conſtantly diſpenſes it! Which 
conſtantly ſupplies the light and warmth of 
the ſun, directs the beneficial ſucceſſion of 
the ſeaſons, maintains the beauty and ferti- 
lity of the earth, and is the immediate or re— 
mote author of every inſtance of pleaſure and 
good, that is enjoyed through the world! 
If he is eſteemed a kind parent, who pro- 
vides for his little family whatever is conve- 
nient, with an unwearied care and tender- 
neſs; how infinitely kind our heavenly fa- 
ther, on whom he eyes of all the creatures 
throughout the boundleſs creation nit, and 
who giveth to all their food in due ſeaſon ; * 
continuing to all both the faculties and the 
objects of enjoyment. A kindneſs which did 
not once exert itſelf in an extraordinary man- 
ner, and then grow weary and abate; but 
which keeps an unaltered courſe; bringing 
into life, continually ſupporting and feeding 
creatures without number, at an infinite ex- 
pence of wiſdom, attention, and power: and 
which conſtantly obſerves the ſtate and con- 
duct of mankind, in order to train them to 
compleat and never ending blefſedneſs! how 
adoreable this goodneſs, how much to be 
loved this beſt of beings and of parents! O 
praiſe the Lord for he is good, for bis mercy 
is everlaſiing. His tender mercies are over 


all 
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all his works, and his delights with the chil- 
dren of men. : 

4. Doth the divine goodneſs crown every 
year, and hath it filled the laſt with good ? 
Let us begin this with a ſericus, chearful, and 
intire dedication of ourſelves to Gop. Can 
we do better than devote ourſelves to this 


| beſt of beings? Can we do % in return for 


his great and conſtant kindneſs? And can 
we act more prudently, than thus to place 
outſelves for the future under the conduct of 
infinite wiſdom and benevolence? All that 
we are and have he gave, all we can hope 
the enſuing year muſt be derived from his 
favour; and we can have no ſecurity from 
the many evils to which we are liable, but 
in his protection. And can we reaſonably 
hope that he will fell protect and bleſs us, 
if we are ſtill unjuſt and ungrateful to him? 

Have any then lived hitherto, inſenſible to 
the goodneſs which they have conſtantly ex- 

rienced ; unconcerned to live to that Gp 


_ who upholds them in life, ſupplies their re- 


turning wants, and guards them from evil, 
and who hath long borne with thetr folly and 
ingratitude, that they might at length conſi- 
der, and become grateful and obedient, and 
thus happy to eternity? Let them reflect ſe- 
riouſly on the divine mercy and their unſuit- 
able returns, and then reſolve to live no 
longer inſenſible and ungrateful. Let them 

now 
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now retire, and purſue ſuch thoughts as theſe, 
till their hearts are melted into an ingenuous 
repentance, and they become folly deter- 
mined for living unto Gop. * O thou beſt 
of beings, how many years haſt thou 
« maintained me in life, though regardleſs of 
« the hand which upheld me! How num- 
« berleſs the favours which in the courſe of 
«© many years thou haſt conferred, although 
« I have ſeldom ſeriouſly conſidered and ac- 


ce knowledged them, How great the mercy 


ce which vouchſafed all theſe, with this kind 
<« intention, to lead a thoughtleſs ingrate to 
ce the love of his benefactor, and thus to 
« qualify him for infinitely better bleſſings! 
« How inexcuſably fooliſh and guilty have I 
« been, who have ſo long difregarded the 
« Gop of my life, alienated from him my 
« body and ſpirit which are his, and often 
« diſhonoured him with his gifts. And ſhall 


« make another year witneſs to like guilty 


e ingratitude? Gop forbid! I am entering 
e upon it, but how it will end with me 1 
« know not ; that it ſhall end happily I can 


with no reaſon expect, if I continue to 


© neglect and abuſe the divine lenity. But 
« if Jam now prevailed upon by the mer- 
« cies of God to devote myſelf to him, and 
« from this time make his word my role, 
* and ſtudy to anſwer the purpoſes for which 
* he hath placed me here, eſpecially to qua- 
« lify myſelf for that e and divine fe- 


F « licity, 
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« licity, which he hath prepared for his ſer- 


&« yants in heaven; I may be certain that the 
ce year will iſſue happily. I ſhall have the 
ce ſatisfactions ariſing from gratitude and con- 
* fidence in Gop, and from the hopes of 
e immortality, to improve the innocent en- 


„ joyments of life; and I ſhall be ſecure 
e under the divine protection from every 


ce real evil, and be ſupplied with whatever is 


convenient. For certainly this infinitely 


* good being, who notwithſtanding my diſ- 
* obedience and ingratitude hath crowned 
cc my paſt years with good; will abundantly 
e grant it for the future; if I thus qualify 


e myſelf for his favour. Thou art then my 


ce portion O Gop, and I will keep thy word. 
« | will not live another year out of thy fa- 
« your, inſenſible and unthankful. 1 will 
* take upon myſelf the obligations of the 
c chriſtian covenant, and thus ſecure the 
e privileges therein promiſed. To cheriſh 
© the love of this beſt of beings, and to 
© imitate him according to my ſcanty mea- 
* ſure in doing good, ſhall be my delightful 
te employment. And perſevering in this 
© courſe, I cannot doubt but every future 


year will proceed happily ſtill, advancing 


© me to a higher title, and a nearer view of 
* the heavenly bleſſedneſs, where that good- 
*« neſs which is only taſted here, ſhall be 
fully enjoyed, and crown the ages of eter- 
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ce nity with. compleat and unchanging bliſs.” 
Finally, 

5, How firmly may the pious and virtu- 
ous truſt, and how greatly rejoice in this 
goodneſs, The Gop in whom we exhort 
you to truſt is not a Being far removed from 
our world, above regarding what paſles in it, 
or indifferent to the well-being of his crea- 
tures. No—he is conſtantly exerting his 
wiſdom, power and bounty all around us. 


He is the author of the light and warmth of 


the ſan, of the fruitfulneſs of the earth, the 
beauties of the ſeaſons, and of the life and 


activity of mankind, and of all the other 


creatures around us. And the conſtant diſ- 
plays of his perfections in our world, prove 
that his wiſdom, power, and benevolence, are 
infinite. With what ſolid joy and ſatisfaction 
then, may they who endeavour by gratitude, 
obedience, and an imitation of his goodneſs 
and compaſſion, to recommend themſelves to 
his approbation, think of his preſence, and 
rejoice in his protection and ſupplies. For 


as our divine maſter reaſons, Gop who cloaths 


the lillies, and feeds the fowls; will much 
more take care of his children, who are du- 
tiful, and more excellent in their nature than 
the other. Would a prudent and tender pa- 
rent fail to relieve, protect, and provide, for 
a dutiful child when it was in his power, 
when he knew his wants, and could with 

eaſe 
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eaſe ſupply them ; or would he permit him 
to ſuffer any real hurt ? Certainly not. And 
may we not then with much juſter confi- 


dence, rely on the wiidom, power aud kind- 


neſs of our heavenly father, which we ſee 
conſtantly exerted around us, 
Let the pious, righteous, and merciful, 


then truſt and rejoice in the Lord. Let us 
all become of this number. And then as 


certainly, as we now ſee and feel the divine 
bounty crowning the years of this mortal life, 
we ſhall experience his unbounded goodneſs, 
inriching the ages of eternity with conſum- 
mate and everlaſting bleſſedneſs. 

Gop bleſs what you have heard, as a 
means of making us all ſo wiſe and happy. 
Amen. 


THE END. 
7 NO64 
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